
Abigail Bar-Asher, a graduate of the Horev school in Jerusalem and the Bnei 
Akiva youth movement, currently lives in Givat Yearim and works at the AT&T 
software company, as a product and user experience director and manages a 
development group of over a hundred developers. During her military service, 
�¬�‡�t���¬�t�«�¼�t�p���_�¬���_�š���œ�¨�t�«�_�²�Œ�œ�š�¬���œ�€�È�m�Œ�_�—���Œ�š���²�‡�t�����Œ�«�����œ�«�m�t���_�š�p���¬�t�«�¼�t�p���²�‡�t�«�t���¶�š�²�Œ�—���²�‡�t���t�š�p��
of her reserve period at the age of 24.

Bar-Asher was recruited to the Shura camp's women's unit by Sharon Laufer, her 
�€�«�Œ�t�š�p�� �Œ�š�� �²�‡�t�� �F�‡�Œ�«�_�� ���‡�_�p�_�¬�‡�_�� �m�œ�™�™�¶�š�Œ�²�À�#�� �¾�‡�œ�� �_�¬�”�t�p�� �‡�t�«�� �²�œ�� �È�—�—�� �²�‡�t�� �¨�œ�¬�Œ�²�Œ�œ�š�� �œ�€��
commander of the Victim Data Collection Center at the Shura camp.

�K�‡�t�� �¾�œ�™�t�š�� �œ�€�� �²�‡�t�� �²�t�_�™�� �k�t�Œ�š�•�� �™�_�š�_�•�t�p�� �k�À�� �
�_�«�8���¬�‡�t�«�#�� �¾�‡�œ�� �¾�_�¬�� �œ�€�È�m�Œ�_�—�—�À 
returned to the reserves, are responsible for the accurate documentation and 
�—�_�k�t�—�Œ�š�•�� �œ�€�� �t�_�m�‡�� �¼�Œ�m�²�Œ�™�#�� �_�m�m�œ�«�p�Œ�š�•�� �²�œ�� �²�‡�t�� �Œ�p�t�š�²�Œ�È�m�_�²�Œ�œ�š�� �™�_�p�t�� �k�À�� �²�‡�t�� �™�t�p�Œ�m�_�—��
team together with another team from the military rabbinate. The women in 
Bar-Asher's staff mostly did not serve in the army, because they did national 
service or grew up outside Israel. Bar-Asher fought to recruit all of them, 
including some of them during the war, and to recognize their service as reserve 
service for all intents and purposes. Today, almost all of them come to the shift 
in uniform, a symbolic act that gives them a unique pride. It prepares them for 
�²�‡�t���p�Œ�€�È�m�¶�—�²���m�œ�š�€�«�œ�š�²�_�²�Œ�œ�š���€�_�m�Œ�š�•���²�‡�t�™���p�¶�«�Œ�š�•���²�‡�t�Œ�«���¬�‡�Œ�€�²���¾�‡�Œ�m�‡���Œ�¬���¬�_�²�¶�«�_�²�t�p���¾�Œ�²�‡��
�p�Œ�€�È�m�¶�—�²���¬�Œ�•�‡�²�¬���_�š�p���¬�²�œ�«�Œ�t�¬�(

Bar-Asher met with the UN's Special Envoy on Sexual Violence, Pramila Patten, 
�¾�‡�t�š���¬�‡�t���¼�Œ�¬�Œ�²�t�p���(�¬�«�_�t�—���—�_�¬�²�����t�k�«�¶�_�«�À�#���_�š�p���²�«�_�š�¬�€�t�«�«�t�p���²�œ���‡�t�«���p�_�²�_���m�œ�—�—�t�m�²�t�p���k�À���²�‡�t��
unit under her command. last May. Major General Bar-Asher was given the Chief 
Military Rabbinate’s Honorable Mention for soldiers in the reserves.

The activities of Bar-Asher and her entire unit required tremendous emotional 
�¬�²�«�t�š�•�²�‡�� �_�š�p�� �•�«�t�_�²�� �™�t�š�²�_�—���«�t�¬�Œ�—�Œ�t�š�m�t�(�� ���¶�«�Œ�š�•�� �²�‡�t�� �p�Œ�€�È�m�¶�—�²�� �‡�œ�¶�«�¬�� �œ�€�� �²�‡�t�� �¾�_�«�#�� �²�‡�t��
unit found themselves doing as much as they could to perform Chesed shel Emet 
not only with the victims but also with their families. The devotion, physical and 
mental heroism, sensitivity and wonderful work of the military rabbinate’s 
women’s Chevra Kadisha unit that was displayed during the Iron Swords war, is 
a model to all who saw them in action. 

Abigail Bar-Asher

The Prize Committee found Abigail Bar-Asher worthy of the 2024 Katz Prize, 
�•�›�ª�I�j�s�‹�™�€�I�^�I�˜�›�o�s�–�I�›�•�I�˜�µ�±�µ�^�–�I�ª�s�«�§�›�™�«�‹�j�‹�–�‹�±�¿�"�I�†�s�ª�›�‹�«�˜�I�^�™�o�I�«�s�–�•�7�«�^�l�ª�‹�Ç�l�s�I�‹�™�I�±�†�s�I
Iron Swords war due to her participation in the establishment of the unit 
and institutionalizing its status in the IDF; her full mobilization in the Iron 
Swords war, her tireless work in shifts, and her being a example of 
dedication to the holy work of bringing the victims to burial while fostering 
a compassionate and sensitive relationship with their families.
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