
The Prize Committee found Rachel Goldberg-Polin worthy of the 2024 Katz 
Prize for being an example of mutual responsibility, heroism and 
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the return of all the hostages to their homes; her standing on the stages of 
the world to intelligently explain the full implications of kidnapping, 
captivity and torture; and to being a clear voice to strengthen the families of 
the hostages and garner the world’s sympathy for the struggle to bring 
them back.

Rachel is the mother of the hostage Hirsch Goldberg-Polin, who was born in 
California, is 23 years old, celebrated his birthday at the Nova party and was 
kidnapped to Gaza after he was seriously wounded. During the attack, on 
October 7, Hirsch hid in a portable shelter together with other young men, and 
Hamas terrorists threw grenades into it. According to eyewitnesses, Hirsch threw 
the grenades back out of the shelter, until an explosion occurred that severed his 
arm from the elbow down. He performed a tourniquet on himself with his shirt. 
When the terrorists demanded at gunpoint from anyone who was able to get up 
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hostages.

Rachel, a high school educational counselor by profession, was born in the 
United States, immigrated to Israel in 2008, settled in Jerusalem, and joined the 
Hakel community with her husband and three children. After her son's 
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the return of the hostages. On October 24, Rachel gave an intelligent, moving 
and eloquent speech at the United Nations in New York, which was broadcast 
around the world and touched many hearts. Later, she also spoke at the support 
rally for Israel held in Washington, DC and on many other stages in Israel and 
around the world.

After she met with dozens of leaders around the world, including President 
Biden, Secretary of State Blinken, Elon Musk and the Pope, and was interviewed 
with great sympathy and intelligence by many media outlets in the world and in 
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people in the world for 2024. 

Rachel's determined and persistent public activity for the release of her son and 
the release of the other hostages, an activity that she carries out tirelessly 
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throughout the world.
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