
The Prize committee found Prof. Eitan Okun worthy of the 2024 Katz Prize, 
�•�›�ª�I�j�s�‹�™�€�I�^�™�I�s�¾�^�˜�§�–�s�I�›�•�I�˜�µ�±�µ�^�–�I�ª�s�«�§�›�™�«�‹�j�‹�–�‹�±�¿�"�I�†�s�ª�›�‹�«�˜�I�^�™�o�I�«�s�–�•�7�«�^�l�ª�‹�Ç�l�s�I�‹�™�I
the Iron Swords war, thanks to his setting out to defend Kibbutz Alumim 
during the Iron Swords war; his courageous participation in the war; and his 
involvement in the containment, defense and evacuation which served as a 
model for the members of the emergency response squad and citizens who 
volunteered to defend and stand in the breach.

Professor Eitan Okun, 46 years old, a neuro-immunologist who studies the 
relationship between the immune system and Alzheimer's disease at the 
Interdisciplinary Center for Brain Research at Bar Ilan University, married to Sarit 
�_�š�p�� �²�‡�t�� �€�_�²�‡�t�«�� �œ�€�� �È�¼�t�#�� �Œ�¬�� �_�� �™�t�™�k�t�«�� �œ�€�� �/�Œ�k�k�¶�²�Ä�� ���—�¶�™�Œ�™�� �Œ�š�� �²�‡�t�� � �_�Ä�_�� �k�œ�«�p�t�«��
�m�œ�™�™�¶�š�Œ�²�Œ�t�¬�(�� �(�š�� �‡�Œ�¬�� �™�Œ�—�Œ�²�_�«�À�� �¬�t�«�¼�Œ�m�t�#�� �B�«�œ�€�(�� �7�”�¶�š�� �¾�_�¬�� �_�� �È�•�‡�²�t�«�� �Œ�š�� �²�‡�t�� �4�_�•�t�—�—�_�š��
unit.

On the morning of the seventh of October, when he realized from the sounds of 
�•�¶�š�È�«�t�� �²�‡�_�²�� �‡�t�� �‡�t�_�«�p�� �œ�¶�²�¬�Œ�p�t�� �_�š�p�� �€�«�œ�™�� �²�‡�t�� �m�œ�«�«�t�¬�¨�œ�š�p�t�š�m�t�� �œ�€�� �²�‡�t�� �”�Œ�k�k�¶�²�Ä�,�¬��
emergency response squad, of which he is a member, that there was a suspicion 
of a terrorist invasion, Prof. Okun left his family in their protected room, ordered 
them to darken the house and maintain silence, equipped himself with a vest 
and a helmet from his home storage room and went to meet the other squad 
�™�t�™�k�t�«�¬���Œ�š���²�‡�t�� �”�Œ�k�k�¶�²�Ä���_�«�™�œ�«�À�(�� ���¶�«�Œ�š�•�� �È�¼�t�� �—�œ�š�•�� �‡�œ�¶�«�¬���œ�€���È�•�‡�²�Œ�š�•�#���‡�t�� �«�t�¬�m�¶�t�p��
wounded and defended the kibbutz houses with his body from dozens of 
�²�t�«�«�œ�«�Œ�¬�²�¬���¾�‡�œ���‡�_�p���Œ�š�¼�_�p�t�p���Œ�²�(���K�‡�t���È�«�¬�²���¬�t�m�¶�«�Œ�²�À���€�œ�«�m�t�¬���_�«�«�Œ�¼�t�p���Œ�š���²�‡�t���”�Œ�k�k�¶�²�Ä���œ�š�—�À��
at noon. The kibbutz armory had only a few weapons. By noontime, three 
�™�t�™�k�t�«�¬���œ�€���²�‡�t�� �¬�ª�¶�_�p���¾�t�«�t�� �¾�œ�¶�š�p�t�p�#���_�š�p���B�«�œ�€�(���7�”�¶�š���_�š�p���‡�Œ�¬���È�•�‡�²�Œ�š�•���€�«�Œ�t�š�p�¬��
managed to bring them to the kibbutz nurse's house. Even after the soldiers of 
�²�‡�t�� �4�_�¬�_�p�_�� �_�š�p�� �X�_�‡�_�—�œ�™�,�¬�� �¶�š�Œ�²�� �“�œ�Œ�š�t�p�� �²�‡�t�� �t�™�t�«�•�t�š�m�À�� �«�t�¬�¨�œ�š�¬�t�� �¬�ª�¶�_�p�#�� �²�‡�t��
battles with the terrorists continued for many hours in several arenas 
throughout the kibbutz.

�K�‡�_�š�”�¬�� �²�œ�� �²�‡�t�� �«�t�¬�œ�¶�«�m�t�€�¶�—�š�t�¬�¬�� �_�š�p�� �È�t�«�m�t�� �È�•�‡�²�Œ�š�•�� �œ�€�� �²�‡�t�� �™�t�™�k�t�«�¬�� �œ�€�� �²�‡�t��
�t�™�t�«�•�t�š�m�À���«�t�¬�¨�œ�š�¬�t���¬�ª�¶�_�p�#���Œ�š�m�—�¶�p�Œ�š�•���B�«�œ�€�(���7�”�¶�š�#���²�‡�t���$�_�™�_�¬���_�²�²�_�m�”���œ�š���/�Œ�k�k�¶�²�Ä��
Alumim was contained and a massacre of all the kibbutz members was 
�¨�«�t�¼�t�š�²�t�p�(���K�‡�t���È�•�‡�²�Œ�š�•���m�œ�š�²�Œ�š�¶�t�p���¶�š�²�Œ�—���‡�_�—�€���¨�_�¬�²���²�t�š���_�²���š�Œ�•�‡�²���_�š�p���œ�š�—�À���²�‡�t�š���p�Œ�p��
Prof. Okun return to his family, who were still besieged in their house’s protected 
room.

After the residents of the kibbutz were evacuated to Netanya, which only took 
place at three in the afternoon on Sunday, Prof. Okun remained in the 
�_�•�«�Œ�m�¶�—�²�¶�«�_�—�� �m�œ�™�™�¶�š�Œ�²�À�� �²�œ�•�t�²�‡�t�«�� �¾�Œ�²�‡�� �²�‡�t�� �š�œ�š�8�Œ�š�“�¶�«�t�p�� �™�t�™�k�t�«�¬�� �œ�€�� �²�‡�t��
emergency squad, in order to not abandon the settlement. Only a few days later 
�p�Œ�p���‡�t���«�t�²�¶�«�š�t�p���²�œ���‡�Œ�¬���t�¼�_�m�¶�_�²�t�p���€�_�™�Œ�—�À�(��� �«�_�p�¶�_�—�—�À���‡�t���¾�_�¬���_�k�—�t���²�œ���«�t�²�¶�«�š���²�œ���‡�Œ�¬��
research routine and to his role as an assistant dean and head of a university 
department.
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