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The Katz Prize for the Application of Halacha in Modern Life was founded in 1975 
by the late Mordechai David (Marcos) Katz, together with his wife, Adina, on the 
name of his mother, Golda Katz.

Throughout all its years, the purpose of the prize has always been to encourage 
the practical application of Jewish law to modern life. This year, following the 
severe terrorist attack on the settlements surrounding Gaza which began on 
Simchat Torah, and in light of the challenges that individuals and Jewish 
communities had to face because of it, it was decided to change the scope and 
focus of the prize. The Iron Swords war was the most serious and shocking 
terrorist event the State of Israel has known, yet it brought to the fore the 
outstanding conduct of our soldiers and civilians. This year's prize will be 
awarded to ten extraordinary people and institutions for demonstrating 
exemplary mutual responsibility, heroism and devotion in the Iron Swords war 
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The selection was not easy to make, and there were many who were deserving of 
recognition. In the process of selecting the candidates, we met and heard 
astonishing and inspiring testimonies. From among all of them, we chose ten 
who are a model and an example, each woman and man in their own way, of 
mutual responsibility, heroism and devotion to the individual and the public 
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The distinguished members of the prize committee and I have chosen this year to 
award the Katz Prize to two institutions that were a model of mutual 
responsibility and community support - the Sderot Yeshiva and the global Hillel 
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model of devotion and fortitude - Rabbi Yaakov Roja, Sharon Laufer and Abigail 
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Elisha Medan, and Prof. Eitan Okun; and to two families of the victims and the 
hostages who are a model of coping and dealing with the public at this time of 
dire need - Shlomit Eshet ben David and Rachel Goldberg-Polin. We esteem this 
year's Katz Prize recipients, and wish to thank them for their tremendous 
contributions.

Thank you to my distinguished colleagues, the members of the prize committee, 
the rabbi and author Rabbi Chaim Sabato and Rabbi Shlomo Dichovsky, for their 
insightful and sensitive input, and to the director of the Prize initiative, Mrs. 
Meirav Catriel-Shtarker, for leading the entire process with great professionalism 
and sensitivity.

We wish to convey our appreciation to Adina and the distinguished Katz family for 
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the late Mordechai David (Marcus) Katz.
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