Sharon Laufer

Sharon Laufer is a member of the Efrat Chevra Kadisha Taharah team and a
prominent activist in the Shira Chadasha Orthodox-cooperative community.

In 2010, the military rabbinate decided to establish a dedicated unit in the Shura

camp, whose purpose was to pay the last respects to women who had died

during their military service and ensure that the process of identifying and

treating them would be carried out by women. Sharon Laufer, who was a Chevra

Kadisha volunteer in the US until she immigrated to Israel, was asked to
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divided into teams that dealt with two main tasks: handling the bodies, and

operating the organization's computer system and database.

The women of the unit that Laufer established are called upon to accompany the
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times. Since the war began on October 7, the women of the unit have been

working in teams in both day and night shifts.
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with the units handling the bodies. The role of the women in the units that Laufer

established is to observe the modesty and dignity of the deceased, to ensure
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the private belongings of the deceased so that they can be passed on to the
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burial.

Collecting the accessories belonging to victims which came with them from the
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that they carried with them, or any other personal item, is important as a
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some comfort in the delivery of their family member’s personal items. It helps

them achieve closure over the loss and death of their loved one. With all the
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which is part of the grief processing and loss acceptance.

Laufer built the unit with strict screening, whose purpose was to locate the most
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unit's computerized system, and contact with the families. In consultation with

the other members of the unit, Laufer came to the conclusion that all of them
should be trained to perform all the required tasks. The team includes fourteen
women from all over the country, of various ages and professions. Most of them
had a previous background in Chevra Kaddish work in their place of residence.
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hundreds of victims arrived from the grounds in both military and civilian trucks

and vehicles - something that had never happened before in Israel and no one

had any experience with - the highest value that guided the team of women in

the unit was to treat every woman victim with utter sensitivity and modesty, and

give her the proper respect on her last journey.

The Prize Committee found Sharon Laufer worthy of the 2024 Katz Prize, for
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Iron Swords war thanks to her astute work in building the unit and in

providing all the necessary tools for its work during the war; her full

mobilization in the Iron Swords war and tireless work in shifts; and to her

being a model of dedication to the holy work of bringing women victims to

burial while demonstrating extreme sensitivity to their families.
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