
Rabbi Yaakov Roja, who was born in Warsaw, is the acting chairman of the Chief 
Rabbinate Council’s Committee on Honoring the Dead, and the Chief 
Rabbinate’s representative at the National Institute of Forensic Medicine. A 
resident of Bat Yam, he serves on a volunteer basis as the Ashkenazi Chief Rabbi 
of the city. In addition, Rabbi Roja serves as rabbi of the Tel Aviv Chevra Kadisha 
and Chairman of the Committee of ZAKA Rabbis.

At the end of a short military service in combat engineering, Rabbi Roja 
volunteered for the Chevra Kadisha and during the Yom Kippur War, in 1973, he 
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decades, at the rank of lieutenant colonel in the reserves, he served as an advisor 
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2021, he served as the rabbi of the Institute of Forensic Medicine in Abu Kabir.

Following the massacre on October 7, he was called up for reserve service in the 
IDF, at the age of 79, and was one of three teams manning twelve-hour shifts at 
the Shura camp near Ramla. The Shura camp was a logistics center, the home of 
the military rabbinate, but on October 7, it became the center to where all the 
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Camp Shura included decisions and rulings on mourning laws, burial laws and 
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In February of this year, Rabbi Roja became an octogenarian. He celebrated the 
event at Camp Shura with the participation of his students from the Aderet 
Yeshiva who serve at the base, the heads of the Forensic Medicine Institute, the 
main burial teams and senior members of the military rabbinate.

The Prize Committee found Rabbi Yaakov Roja worthy of the 2024 Katz 
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during battle. His full mobilization in the Iron Swords war, his work in shifts, 
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civilians and soldiers - is a model of how to combine knowledge with 
intuition, and show devotion to his fellow Jew.
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