Katz Family

For more than seventy years | had the great fortune of sharing my life
with my beloved husband Mordechai, and from the moment we met,
we worked together as equals. In fact, Mordechai always used the
masculine form of Hebrew when speaking to me, because he felt it
was more egalitarian!

Throughout our entire life together, we were partners—united by love,
by our children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren, by our
business endeavors and by our philanthropic projects. But it was
always Mordechai who assumed the leadership and the public role,
and he did so in a natural, effective, and memorable way. For this
reason, | am not accustomed to having a public role myself.

Mordechai had such a magnetic, impactful, and captivating
personality that it made no difference where he was or with whom; he
was always, effortlessly, the central figure in the room.

Thanks to his remarkable intelligence, his vision, and his dedication,
Mordechai embodied a rare combination: a man of legendary
business success, who was at the same time a person of vast
culture—an eternal student—and above all, a devoted husband and
father. Even when we were young and every penny mattered, he
always returned home for Shabbat, to spend time with his family, to
share with us the challenges and accomplishments of the week, to
listen to each child’s “happiest day of the week,” and to educate them
in the ways of the Torah, the mitzvot, and love for Am Israel and
Medinat Israel.

God blessed my husband with remarkable success, and Mordechai
was always exceedingly careful in giving maaser from his income for
tzedakah. The moment he received money, he would separate ten
percent and place it into a different bank account. In doing so, he
established from the outset that this money “was no longer his,” and
therefore—he would joke—it did not hurt him to spend it. He used it
freely to support countless causes in Israel, in Mexico, and in the
United States.



The Katz Prize was one of his most cherished philanthropic
endeavors. His mother, Gizela Katz—a remarkable woman who
survived the horrors of the Holocaust—had a profound influence on
him. Among many things, she taught him his outstanding honesty and
integrity. Mordechai was proud to honor her memory with a project
that truly reflected who she was.

He directed the Katz Prize as he did everything in life: magnificently.
Thanks to him, it became a highly distinguished award, received by
great Jewish personalities from around the world. | recall some of
these giants of Jewish life, among them Rav Yosef Dov (Yoshe Ber)
Soloveitchik, who, as a matter of principle, refused to accept any
honorary prize. Mordechai traveled to Boston to meet with him, and
through conversation—using his deep understanding of human
nature and psychology—he succeeded in convincing him to accept
the Katz Prize. The Katz Prize is the only honor Rav Soloveitchik ever
agreed to receive in his lifetime.

Sadly, my dear husband passed away nine years ago, and since then |
have had to take on a more public role, in order to honor his memory
and safeguard his work, together with our children and his close
collaborators. | take this opportunity to express my gratitude for the
excellent work of Meirav Catriel in carrying forward Mordechai’s
legacy.

And so, it is my responsibility today to write these words in honor of
the 50th anniversary of the Katz Prize. When | began thinking about
what message to convey for the jubilee of the Katz Prize, a pasuk
came to mind—one that expresses precisely what | feel now: “Ateret
zekenim bnei banim, ve-tiferet banim avotam.”

This verse from Mishlei speaks of a virtuous circle, in which parents
ennoble their children through their heritage, and in turn the children
and grandchildren become a crown to their ancestors through their
deeds.



| feel profoundly proud and joyful to see that this is indeed the case in
our family. We established this prize fifty years ago to honor
Mordechai’s mother and to educate our children, by example, in the
right path. And now, it is Gizela Katz’s grandchildren,
great-grandchildren, and great-great-grandchildren who honor her
with their lives, their values, and their conduct—as religious,
committed, and Zionist Jews devoted to their faith and their people.

| thank God for allowing me to witness this blessing, which | pray will
continue to bear fruit forever. Amen.

Adina Katz and the Family
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