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This year we mark the jubilee of the Katz Prize — fifty years of an
illustrious life’s work, established by the late Mordechai David
(Marcos) Katz, a man of vision and Torah, together with his wife, Adina
(may she be well). He saw the supreme importance in integrating the
world of Jewish law with the realities of life in the modern State of
Israel.

Fifty years of activity bear witness to a remarkable tradition of
commitment, inspiration, and continuity. Over the years, the prize has
been awarded to many dozens of individuals and institutions — giants
of Torah and spirit — whose work has built a living and profound
bridge between Jewish law and practical life.

This year as well, many nominations were submitted by organizations
and private individuals — all partners in the same vision, all engaged
daily in sacred work, each in their own field, striving sincerely and
persistently to give new life to the bond between Torah and reality.

The prize committee, composed of distinguished figures from the
worlds of Torah, science, and the humanities, carefully examined all
the candidates with a deep sense of mission. The selected laureates
embody, in both spirit and practice, the ideals and purpose of the
prize’s founders — creating a living, knowledgeable, and profound
connection between Jewish law and our lives in the contemporary
world.

My heartfelt thanks go to the members of the prize committee —
Chair Prof. Menachem Ben-Sasson, Rabbi Shlomo Dichovsky, and
Rabbi and author Chaim Sabato — for their investment of time,
dedication, and great wisdom which is evident in every stage of the
process.

A special thank you to the dear Katz family — for their long-standing
devotion and love for the Torah, the State of Israel, and the Jewish
people, and for the wonderful legacy they have passed on to future
generations.

With warm regards,

Meirav Catriel Shtarker
Executive Director, Katz Prize



