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halachah and Jewish society. It contributes to strengthening the 
dialogue between tradition and modern reality. The laureates and 
their partners embody a living example of creativity, leadership, and
influence.
Heartfelt thanks are extended to the esteemed members of the 
committee for their dedicated work and counsel, to the Katz family for 
their ongoing generosity, and to all who partner in and support this 
important endeavor, enabling the continued legacy of the prize’s 
founder, Mordechai David (Marcos) Katz, of blessed memory.
May we all be privileged to continue this productive, blessed work for 
the promotion of Israel’s heritage — in halachah, Jewish thought, and 
their application in daily life.

With best wishes for success,

Prof. Menachem Ben-Sasson
Chairman, Katz Prize Committee 

The Katz Prize for the Application of Halachah in Modern Life was 
established in 1975 by the late Mordechai David (Marcos) Katz, 
together with his wife Adina (may she live long), in memory of his 
mother, Golda Katz (of blessed memory).
This prize, with a legacy of fifty years of activity, aims to encourage 
and honor those who lead the way in applying Jewish law to the 
dynamic realities of our time, highlighting the integration of tradition 
and modernity.
Selecting the laureates from among the many worthy nominees is a 
complex challenge, as many of them actively and significantly 
implement Jewish law in our lives in their own way. The members of 
the prize committee are pleased to present this year’s recipients — 
distinguished figures and institutions who exemplify the application 
of halachah in contemporary dynamic life, who emphasize in their 
activities the synthesis of tradition and modernity:
Rabbi Dr. Eliyahu Birnbaum – Head of the Strauss-Amiel Institute, Ohr 
Torah Stone, training rabbis for Jewish communities in the Diaspora.
Rabbi Prof. Neria Gutel – Member of the Rabbinical Council of the 
Tzohar organization, head of the research division at the Torah and 
State Center, and leader of the team identifying fallen soldiers.
Rabbi Uriel Lavi – Chief Justice (Av Beit Din) in Jerusalem, a respected 
and innovative halachic authority, author of Ateret Devora.
Prof. Yosef Ofer – Scholar of the Massorah and the Massoretic text at 
Bar-Ilan University, who has been bringing the fruits of contemporary 
biblical text research to the masses.
Rabbi Zvi Ryzman – Businessman and Torah scholar engaged in 
pioneering halachic work on medical and technological issues.
Rabbi Elchanan Samet – Author of an acclaimed biblical commentary 
whose deep insights are enriching the study of Tanach.
Eretz Chemdah Institute – Training rabbis and community leaders in 
Israel and around the world.
Throughout its fifty years, the Katz Prize has continued to serve as a 
central platform recognizing those who lead the way in the world of 


