Prof. Yosef Ofer

Prof. Yosef Ofer served as the head of the Faculty of Bible Studies at
Bar-Ilan University from 2013 to 2016. He has also taught in the Bible
Department at Herzog College in Alon Shvut. His main areas of
expertise are the study of the Massorah and the Massoretic text, as
well as customs surrounding the Torah and Haftarah readings. He also
serves as vice president of the Academy of the Hebrew Language.

He is considered the leading expert on the Aleppo Codex (the Keter
Aram Tsova). He has researched the codex and discovered extremely
rare and valuable findings. He published several important
testimonies about the parts of the manuscript that were lost: the
notes of Prof. Moshe David Cassuto, the Bible of Rabbi Shalom
Shachna Yellin, and the archive of Y. Z. Baer. He served as the
scientific editor of the Jerusalem Crown Bible edition.

His book The Babylonian Massorah, published by the Academy of the
Hebrew Language and Magnes Press, is a pioneering study in this
field. He also edited and updated Israel Yeivin’s book “Introduction to
the Massorah,” and the new edition of the Massoretic work Minchat
Shai. In 2022, his book “The Massorah to the Bible and Its Methods —
Introductory Chapters” was published. It presents the principles and
methods of the Massorah, the historical dispersion of the Massoretic
text over the generations, the major biblical manuscripts and their
traditions, and the intersections between the Massorah and grammar,
the Massorah and Jewish law, and the Massorah and biblical exegesis.
At Herzog College, he focused mainly on Middle Ages biblical
exegesis. He published several studies on the interpretive methods of
Rashi, Rashbam, and Chizkuni, and on the manuscripts of their
commentaries. In 2013, he published, together with Dr. Yonatan
Jacobs, The Added Notes of Nachmanides (Ramban) to his
Commentary on the Torah, which were written in the Land of Israel.
He also studied Torah and Haftarah reading customs in the Land of
Israel and Babylonia, and compiled a comprehensive list of Genizah
fragments containing Land of Israel Haftarot according to the
three-yearly reading cycle — including many new discoveries.

Ofer is a member of the Academy of the Hebrew Language. He served
there as the scientific secretary and chaired the Academy’s Grammar
Committee from 2013 to 2019. He also taught this discipline in the
Department of Hebrew Language at the Hebrew University of
Jerusalem and at Herzog College in Alon Shvut, and published several
articles dealing with Modern Hebrew.

Ofer edited the works of Rabbi Mordechai Breuer — Pirkei Breishit
(1998), Torat haBechinot (2005), and Pirkei Yeshaya (2010) — and
participated in editing the research anthology Bible and Bible
Exegesis Studies, Volume 7. For many years, he was part of the
editorial board of Megadim, a journal on biblical studies published by
Herzog College. He was also a member of the editorial boards of
Leshonenu La‘Am (the Academy’s Hebrew language journal) and
Ma‘alin BaKodesh, a Torah journal dealing with the Temple and the
holy sacrifices.

Prof. Ofer brings his innovative research to a wide audience through
publications comprehensible to every student and through lectures
and classes to the wide public.

For his rigorous, innovative, and original scholarly work which has
been of immense value to Jewish religious literature and the Hebrew
language, and for disseminating his novel works to the public, the
Katz Prize Committee decided to award him the Katz Prize for 2025.
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