Rabbi Dr. Eliyahu Birnbaum

Rabbi Dr. Eliyahu Birnbaum studied at Yeshivat Har Etzion and in the
Department of Jewish Philosophy at the Hebrew University of
Jerusalem. He completed his doctoral dissertation in Jewish
philosophy at Bar-llan University.

Rabbi Dr. Eliyahu Birnbaum is a researcher and scholar, an influential
educator, a mentor of leaders and teachers, and an initiator of
international activity throughout the Jewish world. He founded the
Strauss-Amiel Institute within the Ohr Torah Stone network, with the
goal of training a generation of Jewish leaders who serve Jewish
communities worldwide. He also serves as the institute’s CEO and
spiritual guide. The institute educates its students to recognize the
challenges of modernity and to address them by means of sources of
Jewish law and philosophy.

Rabbi Dr. Birnbaum is a rabbinic leader of broad influence across the
Jewish world. His multifaceted work — in teaching and halachic
rulings — has had an international impact. His contributions to Jewish
institutions and communities around the globe have led to significant
changes in these communities’ operations. Over the course of his
career, he has held prominent rabbinic positions, including Chief
Rabbi of the city of Turin, Italy, and Chief Rabbi of Uruguay (his
country of birth). Through his unique approach, he has played a
central role in rebuilding and strengthening many Jewish
communities.

The rabbi is distinguished by his broad vision and social sensitivity,
which enable him to lead diverse communities, adapt teaching to
contemporary needs, and foster a sense of belonging and mutual
responsibility among community members and with the Jewish
people as a whole. He acts out of a clear sense of mission to transmit
and strengthen Jewish heritage wherever he serves, emphasizing the
close bond between Diaspora Jewry and the State of Israel.

His work combines profound halachic knowledge with a deep
understanding of modern reality and highlights the importance of
balancing tradition and innovation in strengthening a global Jewish
identity.

For his role as an educator, a dedicated and influential leader in the
Jewish world, and for his wide-range engagement with the challenges
of modernity based on the traditions of Jewish law and Jewish
educational philosophy, the committee has decided to award Rabbi
Dr. Eliyahu Birnbaum the Katz Prize for the year 2025.
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