
For his decades of Torah study, creativity, and originality; for 
thousands of impressive written and oral lectures, for pioneering a 
new method of biblical study; for his illuminating and widely 
acclaimed series of books; for training hundreds of devoted students 
— all while maintaining complete fidelity to the Sages and Jewish 
tradition — the Katz Prize Committee has decided to award Rabbi 
Elchanan Samet the Katz Prize for 2025.

Prof. Menahem Ben-Sasson         Rabbi Shlomo Dichovski          Rabbi Haim Sabato   

Rabbi Elchanan Samet is an outstanding Torah scholar, and a deep 
and analytical thinker well-versed in Talmud, and the Early and Later 
commentators. For many years, he served as a senior Talmud 
instructor at the Birkat Moshe Hesder Yeshiva in Maaleh Adumim. The 
fruits of his sharp Talmudic learning can be seen in his excellent book 
Yad LaRambam.

For decades, Rabbi Samet has devoted himself to the study of the 
Bible according to its plain meaning (pshat) but in a more in-depth 
way. He analyzes each chapter and passage with originality and 
penetrating insight. With great diligence and patience, he examines 
every difficulty and every proposed solution offered by the earlier and 
later commentators. Using literary tools for biblical analysis, he is 
paving a new path in the study and interpretation of Scripture.

Rabbi Samet possesses outstanding teaching ability and an 
exceptional writing style. Through his engaging oral lectures and 
important published works, he has passed on his unique approach to 
thousands of students. His interpretations are consistently striking in 
their originality, simplicity, and truth. He educates his students toward 
profound, rigorous Torah study, guiding them through the process of 
inquiry until they reach his well-reasoned conclusions.

He has testified that his goal is “to seek the truth of the Torah through 
dialogue with our commentators across the generations, using literary 
tools of analysis.” His studies often reveal carefully structured biblical 
units — dividing the text into two parallels, key guiding words, and 
more.

Rabbi Samet has authored thirteen books on the Torah, the Early 
Prophets, and Psalms. His writings reflect his sharp Talmudic acumen 
and deep familiarity with complex Talmudic topics and discussions.
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