
He is held in high esteem by students and colleagues alike. Rabbi 
Ryzsman received the Jerusalem Prize for Torah Literature in 2007 
and, a decade later, the Minister of Health Prize for authors in the 
fields of Jewish law and medicine.

For his unique and generous integration between traditional Jewish 
sources and the challenges of modernity — and for his extensive work 
at the seam line between them — the committee has found Rabbi Zvi 
Ryzman deserving of the Katz Prize for 2025.

Rabbi Zvi Ryzman is a rare figure who combines halachic counseling 
and Jewish legal adjudication with financial, educational, and 
philanthropic initiatives. He studied at the Chevron Yeshiva in 
Jerusalem.

Rabbi Ryzman is the active founder of the “Olamot” (Worlds) online 
platform. This website serves as a gateway to hundreds of lectures on 
halachic topics, clarifications of customs, weekly Torah portions, and 
subjects in Jewish thought. The site is designed for independent 
learners, teachers, and study groups, and all its lessons are supported 
by rich and varied source sheets. The platform is open to the general 
public, and tens of thousands of users — from educators to 
community study circles — benefit from the Torah content Rabbi 
Ryzman has created through Olamot.

Rabbi Ryzman profoundly engages in the challenges of modern 
society through his lectures dealing with modern social dilemmas 
such as: keeping election promises, leaving the Land of Israel, saving 
a life at the cost of another, errors in prayer, wiretapping, and 
determining the moment of death in medical ethics.

In addition, he has authored over twenty volumes in his series “Ratz 
k’Tzvi” (“Swift as a Deer”), which address contemporary issues in 
halachah, education, and judicial law. In these works, Rabbi Ryzman 
delves deeply into the modern world’s dilemmas through the prism of 
classical Jewish legal and philosophical sources. His writings span a 
vast range of subjects — from matters of war, medicine, and the 
preservation of life, to fertility, electrical devices on Shabbat, and 
artificial organs. It is difficult to find an aspect of modern life or a 
philosophical challenge posed by modernity that Rabbi Zvi Ryzman 
has not addressed in one of his studies.

Rabbi Ryzman is also known for his involvement in the field of 
industrial development. He founded the global cosmetics corporation 
AII – American International Industries, which continues to grow and 
expand in international markets. About five years ago, Rabbi Ryzman 
recovered from a severe bout of COVID-19 after a determined and 
courageous struggle.
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