Rabbinical Judge Rabbi Uriel Lavi

Rabbinical Judge Rabbi Uriel Lavi, Chief Justice of the Rabbinical
Court in Jerusalem, and formerly Chief Justice of the Rabbinical
Courts in Safed and Tiberias, is regarded as a leading figure among
the rabbinical judges of Israel thanks to his erudition, vast knowledge,
prolific scholarship, and extensive halachic writings. Three volumes of
judicial rulings issued under his authority — in the areas of Even
HaEzer (family law) and Choshen Mishpat (civil law) — have so far
been published, serving as models for Torah students and as guiding
sources for other judges.

Rabbi Lavi studied at Yeshivat Shaalvim, the Pisgat Kollel, and the
Avriel Institute.

He titled his halachic works Ateret Devora (“The Crown of Devora”) in
memory of his late mother, explaining: “May the Torah insights | have
merited to innovate be a crown upon her head... We have received
from our teacher, the Vilna Gaon, that the Torah innovations of a son
bring spiritual joy and are a crown for his parent’s soul in the World of
Truth.”(from the preface to Volume I)

In his judicial rulings and writings, Rabbi Lavi confronts the social,
familial, and economic challenges posed by the modern world. He
does so with a firm commitment “to walk the well-trodden royal path
of our halachic tradition, passed down from generation to
generation,” while maintaining that “we are not permitted to impose
stringencies on the general public that have no foundation in law... It
is preferable to engage in a thorough and truthful clarification of the
law that increases the divine presence.”

The topics Rabbi Uriel Lavi has dealt with and ruled upon encompass
a broad and diverse range of challenging modern issues, including:
the credibility of a mother’s testimony regarding her child, cases of
abandoned children, divorce and marriage involving individuals with
cognitive impairments, the legal status of claims initiated by a woman
seeking divorce, division of marital property, legitimate means of
coercion in cases of divorce refusal, disputes among neighbors in
shared housing, collection of promissory checks, resolving liability in
car accidents, copyright issues in video recordings, membership in
cooperative associations, scholarships for students, and many other
matters arising from contemporary life in modern society.

Rabbi Lavi’s ability to draw analogies between modern-day cases and
the proofs in classical Jewish legal sources and to derive rulings based
on the relevant Talmudic discussions, has earned him a position of
special authority among Israel’s rabbinical judges.

His decisions directly affect the lives of many citizens in modern Israel,
thanks to his unique approach, defined in the introduction to his
works as: commitment to halachah combined with awareness and
sensitivity to the broader public.

Rabbi Uriel Lavi’s rulings and halachic writings place him among the
foremost figures who successfully bridge between Jewish halachah
and modern life. For these reasons, Rabbinical Judge Rabbi Uriel Lavi
has been awarded the Katz Prize for 2025.
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